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party given by Chang Shan-jen; day after tomorrow the son of
President Han is giving a party here, having made arrangements
several days ago. So you will have to come and try your luck the
day after that. Now another thing: get yourself a silk robe and
wear it instead of your cotton garment so that you wiU not look
too out of place here and will thus make it easier for me to pass
you off as some one else."
Chin Chung promised to do everything that Chiu-ma suggested.
For three days he did not go out to sell, but dressed in a half-new
silk gown which he bought in a pawn shop, he strolled along the
streets of Linan trying to feel and act like a fine gentleman. On
the fourth day he went to Chiu-ma's house bright and early, but
found her gate still closed. He left there for a stroll, avoiding
the Chao Ching Temple for fear that the monks might see him
and laugh at him. On his return to Chiu-ma's house, the gate was
open with a sedan chair and horses in front of it and several
servants sitting just inside. He discreetly asked one of the grooms
and on learning that they were from the Han mansion, he con-
cluded that the young gallant had not yet departed. He betook
himself to a restaurant, lingered as long as he could over his food
and again returned to Chiu-ma's house. There he found that the
young Mr. Han had gone but when he went in, Chiu-rna thus
apologized to him; "I am sorry that Meiniang won't be free to-
day, for the young Mr. Han has taken her to his villa to look at
the plums in bloom. He is a steady patron and I could not say no.
Then Chi Ya-nei has been asking for an appointment two or
three times, and I cannot refuse him either since he has loaned us
this house. He is apt to stay here four or five days at a time,
sometimes even longer. So if you want to see Meiniang you will
have to wait, but if you don't want to wait, I still have your gen-
erous present untouched and shall return it to you/* "My only
worry is that you may not want to help me," Chin Chung said. **As
long as there is hope, I am willing to wait even though it be for
ten thousand years." "If that is the case, I am sure that I shall be
able to help you."
As Chin Chung was about to take his leave, Chiu-ma said,